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Stafford, 

20th  February,  1906. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  the  Thirty- 
second  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  of  the  Borough  of 
Stafford. 

The  Death-rate  has  fallen  to  14  9  per  1,000.  The 
general  health  of  the  district  during  the  year  was  good, 
there  having  been  less  sickness  than  I  have  known  to  be 
the  case  for  many  years. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  MILNES  BLUMER. 


REPORT. 


Area. — The  Borough  of  Stafford  contains  an  area  of 
1,084  acres. 


Population. — The  estimated  population  for  the  year 
1905,  including  the  Public  Institutions,  is  22,813.  It  is 
distributed  as  follows  : — 


Stafford  Borough 
County  Asylum  ... 
Workhouse 
H.M.  Prison 


Total 


20840 

1017 

305 

651 

-  1973 


22813* 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  4,253,  compared 
with  4,204  in  1904,  and  3,845  in  1901,  the  census  year. 
The  population  gives  an  average  density  of  21-04  per  acre. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the 
year  was  571,  of  which  287  were  males  and  284  were 
females.  These  returns  are  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of 
26'84  per  1 ,000,  which  is  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded  for 
the  Borough  with  the  single  exception  of  the  year  1903, 
when  the  rate  was  26-12.  Comparative  statistics  are 
given  in  Table  I. 


*  The  Corrected  Rates  are  reckoned  upon  a  population  of  21,268,  obtained 
by  deducting  1,545  from  the  total,  that  being  the  proportion  of  those  in  the 
Institutions  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Borough. 
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Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  District  during  the  year  was  460,  of  which  233  were 
males  and  227  were  females.  There  were  144  deaths  of 
persons  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Borough  previous  to 
their  admission  into  one  or  other  of  the  public  institutions, 
and  there  were  two  deaths  of  “  residents  ”  registered  in 
institutions  beyond  the  District.  The  corrected  number 
of  deaths,  therefore,  is  318,  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of 
14-9  per  1,000  per  annum.  In  the  previous  year  the  rate 
was  16-96,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  is 
1614. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  77  deaths  of 
children  under  a  year  old,  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  134 
per  1,000  registered  births.  In  the  previous  year  the  rate 
was  155,  while  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten 
years  was  128-7.  From  Table  Y.  it  will  be  seen  that  25, 
or  a  third  of  the  whole,  died  during  their  first  three 
weeks  of  life,  Wasting  Diseases  being  responsible  for  18 
of  them.  By  the  end  of  the  second  month  exactly  half 
of  the  total  number  had  died.  The  causes  of  death  were 
Infectious  Diseases  6,  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  12,  Wasting 
Diseases  32,  Tuberculous  Diseases  6,  Convulsions  8, 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  10,  Suffocation  2,  and  Jaundice 
1.  Most  of  the  Diarrhoeal  deaths  were  registered  in  July 
and  August,  pointing  to  milk  contamination  during  the 
hot  weather. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — There  have  been  35  deaths 
registered  as  due  to  the  chief  Infectious  Diseases  and 
Diarrhoea.  Measles  caused  13,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Whooping 
Cough  8,  Enteric  Fever  1,  and  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  12. 
The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  1-64,  compared  with  1-49,  the 
average  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  All  the  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  were  among  infants. 


/ 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Corrected  Deaths  from  each  of  the  seven  chief  Zymotic 
Diseases  in  the  Ten  Years  1895  to  1904  and  in  the  Year  1905. 


7 


8 


Phthisis. — It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  for 
the  second  year  in  succession  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded 
for  Phthisis.  Only  25  deaths  were  registered,  giving 
a  rate  of  1-17  per  1,000,  compared  with  1-55  for  the 
previous  ten  years.  As  I  pointed  out  last  year,  the 
tendency  has  been  in  recent  years  for  the  mortality  from 
Phthisis  to  diminish,  and  I  hope  this  may  be  looked  upon 
as  in  some  measure  due  to  the  efforts  that  have  been 
made  lately  to  impress  upon  the  public  the  importance  of 
having  pure  air  and  healthy  surroundings  in  which  to 
live  and  work. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Bate  per 
1000 

1895 

43 

2-17 

1896 

29 

1-45 

1897 

27 

1-33 

1898 

33 

1-62 

1899 

25 

1-21 

1900 

28 

1-34 

1901 

42 

215 

1902 

33 

1-68 

1903 

29 

1-37 

1904 

25 

1-18 

Yearly 

Average 

1895-04 

31-4 

1-55 

1905 

25 

1-17 

Developmental  Diseases.— There  were  54  deaths  in 
this  Class,  10  due  to  Premature  Birth,  2  to  Congenital 
Malformation,  and  42  to  Old  Age. 

Local  Diseases. — There  were  135  deaths  in  this 
Class,  of  which  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  caused 
33,  Circulatory  System  29,  Bespiratory  System  49, 
Digestive  System  13,  Urinary  System  6,  and  other 
Systems  5. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — There  were 
only  60  cases  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  an 
average  of  181  for  the  previous  ten  years,  and  they  were 
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returned  as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  24,  Diphtheria  6, 
Enteric  Fever  6,  Puerperal  Fever  2,  and  Erysipelas  22. 
There  were  no  cases  of  Stnall-pox.  I  give  in  tabulated 
form  the  returns  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 1902 

1903 

1904 

Average 
for  ten 
years. 

1905 

Smallpox  . 

3 

9 

1-2 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

V0 

101 

110 

33 

80 

86 

162 

93 

53 

12 

81-3 

24 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

19 

13 

2 

101 

330 

122 

24 

12 

627 

6 

Simple  Continued  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  . 

8 

8 

15 

22 

11 

25 

ii 

5 

7 

8 

12-9 

6 

Erysipelas . 

10 

15 

17 

13 

18 

23 

24 

32 

22 

15 

21-2 

22 

Puerperal  Fever . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2-0 

2 

Total . 

95 

148 

156 

71 

113 

236 

529 

254 

108 

57 

181-3 

60 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  24  cases  of  this  disease 
notified  compared  with  12  in  the  previous  year,  and  81 
the  yearly  average  during  ten  years.  They  occurred  in 
months  thus — 0,  1,  0,  4,  4,  0,  4,  0,  0,  2,  7,  2,  and  the 
number  of  houses  infected  was  21.  All  except  three  were 
isolated  in  Hospital.  One  child  died. 

Diphtheria. — There  was  a  further  marked  decrease 
in  diphtheria,  only  6  cases  being  reported.  All  occurred 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  none  of  the  cases  were 
fatal.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  has  not 
been  a  case  for  eleven  months.  The  yearly  average  for 
the  past  ten  years  istHL 

Enteric  Fever  was  notified  only  six  times  during  the 
year,  and  none  of  the  cases  were  fatal.  One  death 
appears  in  Table  IV.  as  occurring  from  this  disease,  but 
the  case  was  notified  in  the  previous  year.  One  of  the 
cases  was  undoubtedly  contracted  away  from  home.  In 
a  second  case  the  patient  is  said  to  have  been  drinking 
river  water,  while  in  a  third  case  blame  was  attached  to 
foul  emanations  from  a  polluted  brook  running  close  by 
the  house.  In  the  remaining  three  cases  no  satisfactory 
local  cause  for  the  outbreak  could  be  detected. 

Measles,  which  had  appeared  in  an  epidemic  form 
towards  the  end  of  1904,  was  prevalent  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  The  north  end  of  the  town  was 
affected  first,  then  the  central  district,  and  lastly  Little- 
worth.  Newtown  and  St.  Paul’s  Parish  were  affected 
only  to  a  slight  extent.  The  following  Infants’  Schools 
were  closed,  viz.  :  Eowley  Street,  Christ  Church,  St. 
Mary’s,  St.  Patrick’s,  and  Littleworth.  The  type  of 
disease  was  severe,  and  13  deaths  from  it  were  registered. 
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Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  young  children  in  the  Infants’  Schools  being 
those  chiefly  affected.  This  disease  causes  much  distress 
among  those  suffering  from  it,  and,  with  the  view  of 
checking  it,  I  recommended  that  all  the  Infants’  Schools 
in  the  town  should  be  closed.  They  remained  closed 
until  February  12th  of  this  year.  Up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  8  deaths  had  occurred. 

Pollution  of  the  Water  Courses. — I  was  able  to 
report  last  year  that  some  real  progress  had  at  last  been 
made  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Rural  Authority 
whereby  they  agreed  to  lay  the  necessary  sewers,  and 
connect  them  up  to  the  Borough  system.  The  scheme, 
which  provides  separate  systems  for  surface  water  and 
sewage,  and  the  necessary  loan  for  carrying  it  out  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  so  we 
may  now  confidently  expect  to  see  this  pollution,  which 
has  so  long  been  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  town, 
effectually  removed  from  our  midst. 

Purification  of  Sewage. — Hitherto  the  reports  by 
the  County  Analyst  have  shown  that  the  sewage  has  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  on  the  Laminascotes  Farm. 
Last  year,  however,  it  became  evident  that  the  land  was 
getting  “  sick,”  as  the  effluent  had  considerably  deterio¬ 
rated  in  character,  though  an  improvement;  was  evidenced 
again  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  has  been  decided 
to  reserve  another  47  acres  for  the  treatment  of  the 
sewage,  and  it  is  expected  this  will  effect  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  purification  of  the  effluent. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  have  been  22  cases  treated 
during  the  year,  including  a  private  case  from  outside  the 
district,  and  it  has  not  at  any  time  been  necessary  to  use 
the  annexe.  Miss  Greensmith,  'who  had  acceptably  filled 
the  position  of  Matron  from  the  opening  of  the  hospital, 
resigned  in  September.  Her  successor  is  Miss  S.  Bridge, 
Night  Superintendent  at  the  Blackburn  Infirmary,  and 
formerly  at  the  Stafford  Infirmary. 

Vaccination  Statistics. — The  subjoined  figures  for 
1904  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  Stafford  Union  : — 


Births  Registered 
Vaccinated 

...  697 

Insusceptible  ... 

3 

Certificates  of  Objection 

37 

Died  Unvaccinated 

84 

Postponements 

11 

Removed  from  District 

18 

850 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  -In  addition  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  Tables,  there  is  appended 
one  giving  the  statistics  required  by  the  Home  Secretary. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act : — There  were  293  Workshops  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  compared  with  281  in 
the  previous  year.  They  included  159  Ordinary  Work¬ 
shops,  97  Domestic  Workshops,  and  37  Retail  Bake¬ 
houses.  The  chief  industries  carried  on  are  bootmaking 
and  boot-repairing,  tailoring,  dressmaking,  and  millinery. 
There  are  also  establishments  for  cabinet-making,  up¬ 
holstery,  fur-pulling,  box-making,  and  brush-making. 
The  number  of  out-workers  is  smaller  than  that  of  the 
previous  year — 208  as  against  225,  that  is,  including  the 
two  half-yearly  lists.  The  actual  number  is  less  than  a 
hundred  in  the  Borough.  Thirty  are  resident  outside  the 
district.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  550  inspections, 
including  31  in  Factories,  234  in  Workshops,  and  285  in 
homeworkers’  premises.  Action  was  taken  on  account  of 
want  of  cleanliness  in  twelve  instances,  and  in  six  others 
where  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  unsuitable  or 
defective.  On  thirteen  occasions  H.M.  Inspector  referred 
matters  coming  to  his  knowledge  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  and  the  necessary  action  was  taken 
thereon.  Speaking  generally,  the  condition  of  the  Work¬ 
shops  was  satisfactory.  All  the  bakehouses  were  clean, 
and  none  of  them  are  underground. 

Sanitary  Inspection.— A  Table  is  appended,  giving 
statistics  of  work  done  during  the  year  in  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances’  Department.  Nine  houses  unfit  for  habita¬ 
tion  had  the  necessary  repairs  made  in  them  to  render 
them  habitable.  Overcrowding  was  corrected  in  nine 
other  instances.  Structural  defects  in  dwellings  were 
corrected  in  57  instances.  Periodical  inspections  were 
made  of  the  Slaughter-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses, 
Dairies  and  Milkshops,  and  Cowsheds.  No  infectious 
disease  has  appeared  in  any  of  the  lodging-houses  during 
the  year.  Thirty-four  houses  were  disinfected  after 
infectious  disease,  and  35  lots  of  infected  clothing  and 
bedding  were  disinfected.  Three  seizures  of  unwholesome 
fish  were  made,  and  against  one  of  the  offenders  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken,  but  a  conviction  was  not  obtained. 

Tables  of  statistics,  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  of 
the  Home  Office,  are  appended. 

F.  MILNES  BLUMER. 

Stafford, 

20th  February,  1906. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  RETURN. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 
Year  1905. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN 

DISTRICT. 

WHOLE 

NO.  OF  CASES 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
ages. 

At  Ages— Years. 

REMOVED  TO 

HOSPITAL. 

under 

1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

Small-pox... 

... 

... 

... 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

6 

... 

3 

1 

2 

Membranous  Croup 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas... 

22 

Ages 

not 

kno 

wn 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

... 

7 

15 

1 

1 

21 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

... 

2 

3 

1 

... 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Plague  . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals  ... 

60 

... 

7 

20 

6 

1 

5 

21 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  RETURN. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Nett  Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  the  District 
at  subjoined  ages. 

deaths 

in 

Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  • 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and  j 
under  i 
65  | 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Insti¬ 
tutions 
in  the 
)istrict 

Small-pox  .  . 

Measles 

13 

i 

i2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

8 

5 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  &  Membranous  Croup 

Croup 

i 

i 

(•Typhus 

Fever  4  Enteric 

l 

.  . 

i 

l  Other  continued  . . 

Epidemic  Influenza 

.  . 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  .  . 

9 

9 

i 

Enteritis 

3 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

i 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 

Phthisis 

25 

i 

5 

17 

2 

31 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

9 

5 

i 

i 

1 

1 

.  . 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

15 

13 

2 

11 

Bronchitis  .  . 

22 

6 

i 

4 

11 

12 

Pneumonia 

26 

4 

9 

3 

i 

7 

2 

9 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Alcoholism  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . .  . .  J 

2 

2 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 

Premature  Birth  .  . 

io 

io 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturi¬ 
tion 

3 

l 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

29 

2 

2 

11 

14 

19 

Accidents  . . 

6 

2 

1 

3 

7 

Suicides 

3 

3 

3 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

33 

8 

3 

2 

12 

8 

41 

„  Digestive  System 

12 

1 

3 

i 

6 

1 

9 

„  Urinarv  System 

6 

.  . 

l 

3 

2 

3 

All  other  Causes 

77 

23 

11 

43 

41 

All  Causes  . . 

318 

77 

30 

14 

13 

99 

85 
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STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


TABLE  VI. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance 
Inspector’s  Department  during  the  Year  1905,  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Stafford. 


Inspections 

and 

Observations 

made. 

Formal 

Notices 

by 

Authority. 

Nuisances 

Abated 

after 

Notice. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  . 

2031 

Dwelling-  (  Structural  Defects . 

... 

57 

57 

houses  -c  Overcrowding  . 

... 

9 

9 

and  Schools  (Unfit  for  Habitation . 

... 

9 

9 

Lodging-houses  . 

70 

... 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . 

23 

... 

Cowsheds . 

40 

Bakehouses . 

150 

Slaughter-houses  . 

523 

Stoppages  in  Closets  . 

2809 

.  •  • 

Insufficient  Ashes  Tubs . 

4 

3 

Deposits  of  Befuse  and  Manure  . 

3 

3 

W  ater  Closets . . 

14 

14 

House  Drainage . 

29 

28 

W ater  Supply . 

3 

3 

Pigsties  .  . 

1 

1 

Animals  improperly  kept  . 

7 

7 

Offensive  Trades . 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances . 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances  . 

97 

97 

Totals . 

5646 

236 

234 

Nos. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Foods  ...  ...  ...  3 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  12 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ...  35 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  34 


/ 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

1— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

31 

•  •  • 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

234 

15 

Workplaces,  Homeworkers’  1 
Premises  ...  J 

285 

•• 

Total 

550 

15 

2.— DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects 

particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

12 

12 

Sanitary  accommodation  un-) 
suitable  or  defective  ...) 

6 

6 

Total 

18 

18 

3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
Act  (s.  5)  : — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspectors... 

13 

Number  of 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Homework  : — 

Lists  received... 

49 

208 

Addresses  of  outworkers 

forwarded  to  other  Authorities 

30 

Wearing 

Apparel. 

Other. 

Notices  prohibiting  homework 
in  unwholesome  premises 
(s.  108)  . 

12 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s. 
131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Workshops 

159 

Domestic  Workshops 

97 

Retail  Bakehouses  . 

37 

Total  number  or  workshops  on 
Register  . 

293 

